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Prologue 

 

hang Antique found 33 years ago, a family business specialises in Indochinese Antiques, 

Arts & Cultural forms.                  
 
άIndochina, originally Indo-China, is a geographical term originating in the early nineteenth 
century and referring to the continental portion of the region now known as Southeast Asia. 
The name refers to the lands historically within the cultural influence of India and China, and 
physically bound by India in the west and China in the 
north. It corresponds to the present day areas 
of Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, and 
(variably) peninsular Malaysia. The term was later 
adopted as the name of the colony of French 
Indochina (today's Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos), and 
the entire area of Indochina is now usually referred to 
as the Indochinese Peninsula or Mainland Southeast 
Asiaέ. (credit: WIKIPEDIA). 

 

The teachings of Buddha reached to various locations 
including the Indian subcontinent and several parts of 
Asia. Upon spreading to new cultures, the different 
styles and methods of Buddhism were modified and 
aligned to the mentality of the locals. However, these 
modifications did not compromise nor go against the 
essential teaching of Buddha.  

In the 3rd century, the Han Dynasty came to an end, and this also started a period of political 
issues in China. Despite this difficult period in China, the Buddhist texts still remained and the 
religion became more popular with the Chinese people. This also gave rise to a number of 

An Old Indochina Map ca 1800 

https://amazingbibletimeline.com/blog/buddha-the-wise/
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Chinese monks, particularly Dao-an, who was responsible for revising and improving the 
earlier Chinese translations of Buddhist texts. Eventually, Buddhism spread to Indochina 
including Thailand, Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, all because of the dedication of Buddhist 
monks who intended to tell the world about the wise teachings of Buddha. 

In the early centuries of the Common Era (CE), the people in various parts of Southeast Asia 
came to know of Buddhism as a result of increased contact with the Indian merchants who 
had come to the region to trade. These merchants not 
only established trading stations in Southeast Asia, 
but also brought their religions and cultures with 
them. Under their influence, the local people 
began to practise a mixture of Buddhism and Hinduism, 
while retaining at the same time many of their old beliefs 
and customs.  

Who is Shang Antique 

Shang Antique is better known as an Antique House 
in Singapore, we evolved to includes a collectible range 
ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ άǾŀƭǳŜǎέ ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜΣ Replicas and Art Nouveau 
with the view to engage more younger collectors and 
promoting better understanding therefore better appreciation of the cultural heritage, its 
intrinsic values that enriches those who come in contact with its.  
 
Our antique collections formed nearly 45% of our total sales, follow by 30% for our vintage 
collections and the balance of the sales is make up of replicas and art nouveau collections. 
We maintained up to $5 million rotating stocks to satisfy ƻǳǊ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƴŎȅ. 
Invariably making Shang Antique one of the bigger Antiques & Collectibles Specialist in size 
and diversity term.  
 

{ƘŀƴƎΩǎ Collections: The Age of Collections 

Shang Antique attributes our continual success to; a) understanding & appreciating the local 

history, b) a reliable network of culturally passionate Antiquarian and c) respecting the local 
and international legislation in protecting the antiques. Hence, Shang Antique embraces these 
success factors as part of our sourcing/collecting criteria.  

 
All our antique collections are 
legally imported into Singapore 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ /ƭƛŜƴǘǎΩ 
country without hindrance.  
 
Our past and current antiques 
collections include busts, statues, 
pediment, lintel, frieze, religious 

paraphernalia, furniture & fixtures and food storage & carrier. A good example (see photo 
above) of one the earliest pieces 2nd ς 3rd Century CE from Gandhara (modern day Kandahar) 
crafted from Schist. The craftsmanship is Greek influenced and the Buddha with European 
features very distinctive.  
Most of the 2nd to 10th century collections are Gandhara origin, our Indochinese collections 
are from 11th to 19th century in wide range of subjects.  

Buddha in Meditating, 
 Calming and Serenity Posture 

Angkor Borei, Cambodia 7th ς 8th 
Century CE 

A Sangha, 2 ς 3 Century CE Gandhara Period ® 
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{ƘŀƴƎΩǎ ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ Collections - We also maintain good numbers of high quality 
collectible vintage these vintage pieces make a very good start for those who 
wanted a reasonably old piece but not wanting to invest as much for a start. 
A vintage 50 years old vintage (see photo on the right), [ŀƻǘƛŀƴ ά{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ .ǳŘŘƘŀέΣ 
in old raw teak, dimension: H165 x W43 x D19 cm. The unusual slim physical 
suggesting the artist concerned is carving Buddha at the midst of his 
meditation (albeit in standing posture) as the slim figure suggested. 
 
The art nouveau/applied art pieces ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ άCŀƳƛƭȅ 
/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέ, Shang Antique believe the intrinsic values of an art piece is 
beyond the commercial value. Early inculcation and nurturing will lead to 
better appreciation of the art. Understanding its rich history, its domicile 
culture and the creativity of each piece also bring about the education and 
inspiration to the beholden.    
 
{ƘŀƴƎΩǎ !rt Nouveau Collections ς We are careful to introduce the range of art nouveau, the 

selection criteria of each piece based on its uniqueness, ecologically balance, its 
inspirational and teaching values to said the least. The simple looking wooden 
giraffe (see photo on the left) crafted 
from reclaimed wood, the 
disproportionate anatomy and 
unorthodox finished reflects on 
the artist abstract expression.  
 
 
The life size ά¢Ŝŀƪ ¢ǊŜŜ wƻƻǘǎ 
{ǘŀƭƭƛƻƴέ is uniquely balanced 
using teak tree roots. Each piece 
of root reclaimed is used as it is, 
except for the need to trim the 
lengths. A truly ecologically 
responsible art creation.    
 

{ƘŀƴƎΩǎ !ǇǇƭƛŜŘ !Ǌǘ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ - The Applied Art range was added into Shang Antique total 
arts collections, the Rice Baskets Collections from Vietnam (see the photos below) they are still in 
practical use today. The base  

material is weaved 
bamboo coated with 
multiple layers of 

lacquer. The bigger 
basket is used to store 
grain, the smaller one 
for keeping rice. 

Standing Buddha in raw teak, ca 1960  

  

ά¢Ŝŀƪ ¢ǊŜŜ wƻƻǘǎ {ǘŀƭƭƛƻƴέ 

« άwŜŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ²ƻƻŘ DƛǊŀŦŦŜ 
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At Shang Antique we strongly promote 
the use of sustainable, renewable and 
non-competing resources for Applied 
Art forms.  One of them is Liana Vine 
which found abundant in tropical rain 
forest in South East Asia.  άIŀǊǾŜǎǘƛƴƎέ 
the Liana Vine thus help the nature 

ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ [ƛŀƴŀ ±ƛƴŜ Ŏŀƴ άŀƭǘŜǊέ ǘƘŜ 
balance of the biodiversity of the forest.   
 
{ƘŀƴƎΩǎ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 9ȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ and Guarantee Buy Back ς Very often we 
were asked how do we know how old this piece of antique is or how we know that that piece 
is an antique!  
 
Modern science may dazzle us with thermoluminescence testing, and radio carbon dating 
(carbon-14) but at the end of the day, in my opinion, there is nothing on earth that can match 

ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŜȅŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ƻƭŘ άƎǳǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎέ. Quoted 
by: Louis McWhinnie. 
 
Thirty-three years Shang Antique had thought us the important of research, 
studying the history and the appreciation 
of each local culture & their arts forms. 
We combined these knowledges with our 
five senses to evaluate each piece of 
antique. These are some very importance 
steps to be taken to establish its origin & 
ownership, finding out its purposes, 
discover its age therefore ensure its authenticity before we acquire it.  
 
Interesting Fact or Myth? - The first Stegosaurus fossil was found in 
Colorado, USA, in 1876 by M. P. Felch. Palaeontologist Othniel C. Marsh 
named Stegosaurus in 1877. Ta Prohm (Rajavihara). Siem Reap Ruins of 
Buddhist temple, monastery and university in Angkor were built in the late 
12th - early 13th centuries one of the animal carving looks like a 
Stegosaurus. Did the early Khmers discovered Stegosaurus before the 

Western Palaeontologist?  

Wild Liana Vine growing in the primary forest ¬ Wild Vine Floor Lamp  

Wild Vine Table Lamp ¬ 

A Stegosaurus carving on one of the structure in Angkor 

A Stegosaurus Fossil ¬ 
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άCƻǊ ǇǊŀƎƳŀǘƛŎ reason we do noǘ ǎŜƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŀō ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎέΣ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ CǊŜŘΣ 
who has some 30 years of experience acquiring antiques. Each acquisition will go through due 
diligence by our Associates and finally determine and approved by Fred. Shang Antique had 
also established a reliable & experience network of Associates and Dealers in South East Asia 
and China who Shang Antique can rely on for the sourcing of antiques and rare collections. 
 
Shang Antique Guarantee Buy Back Scheme ς All antique pieces sold by us come with a 

personalised Certificate of 
Authentication to certify 
the item listed in the 
certificate to be genuine 
and Shang Antique 
undertake to buy back the 
item if proven otherwise.  
 

{ƘŀƴƎΩǎ MEI Programme ς 

The MEI Programme was 
conceived in the last 
quarter of 2016 and will be 
introduce with a soft 
launch in Q1 2017.    
 
The Core Values of MEI 
Programme is to promote 
human wellbeing and 
augmenting business via 
άCreating Conducive 
9ƴŀōƭƛƴƎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέ in 
the business and work 
place.  
 
MEI Programme is 
designed to caters to the 
Corporate & Commercial 

sectors. There are five programmes, 
namely; MEI SA 250, MEI A 200, MEI B 150, MEI C 100 and MEI D 50, each MEI Programme 
encapsulate the essential essence and spirit of άaƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ  Enrichment and InspirationέΦ  
 
The exhibits comprise of four categories of collections: Antique, Vintage, 
Replica and Art Nouveau/Applied Art mostly of East Asian origin. ¢ƘŜ 
ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀǊǘŜŦŀŎǘ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ 
ǾƛŘŜƻ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǘǎ ǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ 
ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ 
Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭΣ ƻƴ ŦǊŜŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎΣ ƻƴ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ 
ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜκŎƭǳǎǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ  

¢ƘŜ άǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƻ 
each Client will be unique to their business 
environment. It designed to motƛǾŀǘŜǎΣ ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ /ƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ 
Management and Staff.  

¬ !ƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ /ƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ 

Buddha in άCalling The Earth To 

Witness The Enlightenmentέ tƻǎǘǳǊŜ, 

Glited Gold, 18th Century, Laos  

  
  
  
  
  
  

SINGAPORE 
  

Authentication Certificate 
Certificate Number: 4233 

Dated: Aug, 9
the

 2016 
  

We, the undersigned, Shang Antique certify that the under-mentioned item is 

genuine and is fully guaranteed with a buy-back scheme if proven otherwise. 
  
               

 

 

 

               Description : Standing Buddha 
               Element      : Gilt Gold Wood 
               Style            : Mandalay 
               Period         : 19

th
 Century, Burma 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Freddy Chua   

  
Shang Antique Pte Ltd  

Blk 26 Dempsey Road, Singapore 249677 
Email: shangantique@singnet.com.sg, Website:  shangantique.com.sg 
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The exhibits also set an awe welcoming environment at any time to welcome their clients and 
guests, thus ensuring their clients and guests an experiential & memorable visit.   

MEI Programme Rental, Duration & Technical Services ς There are five programmes to 
choose from, the Exhibits will be changed and/or refreshed on quarterly basis. The minimum 

rental period is six 
(6) months and up 
to twenty-four (24) 
months with roll-
over. Shang 
Antique (or SA in 
short) will provide 
the Clients the 
necessary advice 
and design the 

theme for them. SA will also work with 
/ƭƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ά[ǳƴŎƘ ¢ŀƭƪέ ƻǊ άIƛ-¢Ŝŀ ¢ŀƭƪέ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǘŜƴǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ά¢ŀƭƪǎέ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ah¢L±ATES, ENRICHES & INSPIRED the audience at every level of 
ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΩ operations. 

²ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΧ 

 

hang Antique is located in Tanglin Shopping Centre (see photo above), we are also housed 

in two of the charming ancient British army barracks on Dempsey Hill, our main store is 
at Block 26 and a boutique in Block 16. All three outlets carry a wide range of antiques, 
vintages, replicas and art nouveau collectibles. 
 

Shang Antique @ Tanglin Shopping Centre ¬ 

ά/ƘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ {Ŝŀ ƻŦ aƛƭƪέΣ .ŀȅƻƴ tŜǊƛƻŘΣ мнth Century, Cambodia  

Reclining Buddha Bronze, Late Retanakosin 60 ς 80 yrs, Thailand ¬ 


